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The Emergency Storage

Project is a system

of  reservoirs,

interconnected

pipelines and pumping

stations designed to

make water available

to the San Diego region

in the event of an

interruption in imported

water deliveries.

This newsletter is

one way the San Diego

County Water Authority

is keeping communities

like yours informed

about the project’s

progress.

For more information,

please call toll-free

(877) 426-2010.
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Design Work Begins for San Vicente Pipeline
Project design and planning are in full swing for the San Vicente Pipeline, the next major element of the Emergency

Storage Project.  The San Vicente Pipeline is a key component of the Emergency Storage Project.  It will connect

the San Vicente Reservoir in Lakeside to the San Diego County Water Authority’s Second Aqueduct, west of

Interstate 15.  The pipeline will move water between the two

major aqueducts that supply water to the San Diego region.

A 12-mile-long tunnel will be excavated, and an 81/2-foot-

diameter pipe will be constructed within the 12-foot-wide

tunnel.  The tunnel depth will range between 100 and

600 feet below the surface.  When completed, the San

Vicente Pipeline will be the longest tunneled pipeline in

San Diego County.

In early 2002 geotechnical drilling will take place along the tunnel route to provide detailed data needed to

design the tunnel.  For the western half-mile of the tunnel near Interstate

15, several alternate tunnel routes are being considered.  The route for this

western portion of the pipeline will be selected in spring 2002.

Throughout the design and construction of the pipeline, the Water Authority

will continue to work with the communities along the tunnel route to

respond to questions about tunnel excavation, and will make every effort to

minimize inconveniences created by construction.

Progress Continues on the Olivenhain Dam
The Olivenhain Dam site is bustling with construction activity in preparation

for the final phase of construction to build the 318-foot-high roller-compacted

concrete dam.  Kiewit Pacific, the main contractor for the dam, established

on-site construction operations this summer, including large quarry

operation equipment and trailers.

In December crews began a temporary 24-hour-a-day construction

schedule to conduct trial placements of roller-compacted concrete.

See PROGRESS CONTINUES on page 2
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Roller-compacted concrete is just as strong as conventional

concrete, but is less expensive and will allow the dam to be

built in less time.  Because roller-compacted concrete

is placed in layers, interruption of work must be minimized to

facilitate bonding of the layers.  Full-time roller-compacted

concrete placement will begin by March or April 2002, with

project crews working 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

It will take approximately 10 to 12 months to complete the

dam once the continuous 24-hour concrete work begins.

To accommodate this 24-hour-a-day work, approximately 60 to

70 cement trucks a day will

enter the construction site

Monday through Friday from

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This restricted

delivery schedule means

supplies will be stockpiled

on-site, which eliminates the

need for evening and weekend

truck deliveries.

To discourage deliveries

outside of the allowed times,

a $1,000 fine will be imposed

on any driver who violates the

delivery time frame.

Since the Olivenhain Dam site contains an abundant amount of

granite, crews will be able to use an on-site quarry and rock

crushing plant to prepare this granite for use in building the dam.

This on-site quarry significantly reduces the number of trucks on

the road since all of the aggregate will not have to be trucked in

to the site.

To increase safety for residents, bicyclists and construction

workers near the site entrance, and to accommodate increased

traffic, a temporary traffic signal has been installed at the

intersection of Harmony Grove Road and Via Ambiente.  When

the Olivenhain Dam and Reservoir project is finished, the signal

equipment and any project signage will be removed, and the area

will be restored to its original state.

Olivenhain Pipelines Near Completion

The Olivenhain Pipelines project is nearing completion.  Currently,

both the 48-inch and 78-inch diameter pipelines are in place, and

final construction work will be completed this winter.  This project,

undertaken in partnership with the Olivenhain Municipal Water

District, will allow the Water Authority to move untreated water

between the Water Authority’s Second Aqueduct and the

Olivenhain Reservoir, and treated water from the Olivenhain

Water Treatment Plant to Olivenhain Municipal Water District’s

distribution system.
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PROGRESS CONTINUEScontinued from page 1

Construction progresses at the Olivenhain Dam site.

Frequently Asked Olivenhain Dam
Questions & Answers

 Question: If I have a concern about the Olivenhain Dam project,

whom should I contact?

Answer: Water Authority staff will be on hand to answer the

project hotline during normal business hours, Monday

through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  After hours, a field

representative can be paged for emergencies and will

return your call promptly.  The hotline number is toll-free

at (877) 426-2010.
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of San Diego for repairs to the road.  The county will

let the contractor know if there are problems, and

the contractor must make repairs within 24 hours.

The road was videotaped prior to construction and

will be returned to its original condition at the end

of the project.

Question: How will we be notified of construction-related

announcements?

Answer: We will contact you by letter, e-mail, phone or a

combination of these methods.  We often have short

notice, and sometimes we do not have time to mail

a notification letter, but we will find a way to deliver

the information to you.  All correspondence can be

found on the Water Authority’s Web site at

www.sdcwa.org.

Operational Changes Made
to Improve Safety, Noise

We care about our neighbors.  The Water Authority continues to

ensure every safety precaution is implemented and that resident

concerns about construction impacts are addressed.  Here are

some ways the Water Authority has improved construction

conditions.

• $100,000 contract approved by the Water Authority’s board of
directors to secure additional California Highway Patrol
surveillance of Harmony Grove Road.

Question: Will construction be noisy?

Answer: While efforts have been made to minimize noise, with

any construction project, noise is inevitable.  The

contractor must keep the noise level within county

standards.  Currently the decibel reading is less than

55 dba at its receptor, which is within the County of

San Diego noise ordinance.  The rock crusher at the

Olivenhain Dam began operating on November 5.

It will operate Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to

7 p.m.  The rock crusher for the Olivenhain Pipelines

Project also operates during normal construction

hours, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Question: How will rain impact the 24-hour construction?

Answer: A light rain will have no impact.  A heavy rain will

require work to stop.  For each day rain prevents

work, the contractor

receives an additional day

to complete the job.  With

no rain days, the

contractor is set to finish

work by January  8, 2003.

Question: Will cement trucks be

limited to traveling on

Harmony Grove Road

during construction of

the dam, and what do the trucks look like?

Answer: Harmony Grove Road is the route for cement trucks.

Delivery hours are limited to Monday through Friday

from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cement trucks have a trailer

with aluminum containers and dump on the bottom as

illustrated above.

 Question: Who will repair Harmony Grove Road due to wear

and tear from trucks driving back and forth to the site?

Answer: The contractor has submitted a deposit to the County

See OPERATIONAL CHANGES on page 4

CEMENT TRUCK DIAGRAM.
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The San Diego County

Water Authority is a

public agency serving the

San Diego region as a

wholesale supplier of

water imported from the

Colorado River and

Northern California.  The

agency works through its

23 member agencies to

provide a safe, reliable

water supply to nearly

three million San Diego

County residents.
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about the San Diego County Water Authority’s

Emergency Storage Project, please call

(877) 426-2010 or visit our Web site at:

www.sdcwa.org.

• Added rubber to the lining of the rock crusher to prevent the
sound of rocks hitting metal and thereby reducing excess noise.

• Installed a video camera at the intersection of Harmony Grove
Road and Via Ambiente to monitor trucks.

• Modified the speed bump by the guard station to decrease noise
when trucks cross it.

• Established a carpool plan with incentives for site workers
to help reduce traffic.

• Hosted regular meetings, mailed update letters and newsletters
and gave tours to members of the community to keep residents
informed of what is happening at the Olivenhain Dam.

• Sent safety letters to truck drivers and residents regarding
what precautions need to be taken on Harmony Grove Road.

• Initiated outreach to cyclist clubs throughout the county
to inform them of construction activities occurring on
Harmony Grove Road, one of the most popular cycling roads
in North County.

• Installed a temporary traffic signal to control traffic and help
residents get in and out of their driveways.

• Installed an Approaching Project sign to prepare truck drivers
as they approach the dam site and other signage to warn
commuters of heavy truck traffic and the traffic signal.

• Placed an additional security guard during morning hours so
traffic would not back up at the site entrance.

• Padded the entrance gate chain to eliminate additional noise.

for more


