
A new steel pipe liner waits to be  transported and 
placed into position in the existing pipe.

 Pipeline Repair and Warranty
 The San Diego County Water Authority’s 

Pipeline Relining Program is a multi-decade 
program that will rehabilitate and extend the 
life of approximately 82 miles of aging 
water delivery pipelines throughout San 
Diego County. The relining process involves 
inserting steel cylinders, known as liners, into 
an existing pipeline, reinforcing the pipeline 
from within. The process is more cost-effective 
and less intrusive than removing and replac-
ing the pipelines and helps ensure a safe and 
reliable water supply for our region’s future. 
To date, the Water Authority has relined ap-
proximately 30 miles of pipelines.

Project Overview
 Generally, relining construction rehabili-

tates segments of pipelines based on their 
age and the need for improvements. The 
Sweetwater to Lower Otay Pipeline Relining 
Project involves rehabilitating approximately 
5.4 miles of large diameter pipeline that 
traverse portions of the communities of Bonita 
and eastern Chula Vista (Eastlake, Otay 

Ranch, as well as the 
Otay Ranch Preserve 
and Lower Otay 
County Park).

Construction crews 
will conduct most of 
the work underground, 

inside the pipe. They get to the pipe by exca-
vating, establishing, and entering the pipeline 
through 17 access sites, or portals. Large 
sound walls, typically constructed of wood, 
will be temporarily placed at portals, as 
needed, to comply with environmental regula-
tions and ease noise impacts to residents.

Accessing the Pipeline
 At each portal, crews must remove 

approximately 40 feet of existing pipe to 
gain access to the interior of the pipeline and 
install the relining materials. These portals 
remain open while work is in progress.

Pipeline relining occurs in several phases 
and construction work at the various portals 
may not occur actively at the same time. 
Work at each portal may vary depending 
on the construction plan and contractor re-
sources. The Water Authority will notify the 
community of schedule changes and activities 
as they occur. 

Community Commitment
 The Water Authority is committed to 

working with project neighbors and surround-
ing communities during construction projects. 
The project team continuously communicates 
with neighbors and stakeholders through 
community presentations, door-hanger notices, 
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Improving 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Project Schedule

• Construction begins: Late-2013

• Construction ends: Mid-2014
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one-on-one meetings, website updates, email, 
and mailed notices.

For more information, please visit 
sdcwa.org/SouthBayRelining, email 

CIPinfo@sdcwa.org, or call the project 
information line at (877) 682-9283, Ext. 
7005. A response to your inquiry will be 
returned within one business day.
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Project Vicinity Map

Welding the joint where two 
sections of steel liner meet.
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