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Introduction
The Water Supply 
Situation and the Need 
for Conservation

A safe, dependable water 
supply is vital to our economy and 
quality of life. San Diego currently 
imports up to 85 percent of its water 
supply from hundreds of miles away. 

To meet future water demands, 
prepare for drought conditions, 
avoid water shortages and reduce 
our dependence on imported water, 
many water agencies in San Diego 
County are providing recycled water 
for landscape irrigation, industrial 
processing and other non-drinking 
purposes. Recycled water provides 
a drought-proof, locally controlled 
water supply that helps keep our 
landscapes green.

The Benefits of Using 
Recycled Water 
Recycled water is always available, 
even during drought conditions and 
mandatory water restrictions. Since 
it is produced locally, water agencies 
have more control over distribution 
and availability. Using recycled 
water is environmentally beneficial 
because it is reuse of a valuable 
resource, and it is more energy- 
efficient than bringing imported 
water to the region. 

Because recycled water has nutrients 
for landscapes, it may mean spend-
ing less on fertilizers. And, in many 
areas of San Diego County, the cost 
for recycled water is less than drink-
ing water – an invaluable resource 
to help keep our business commu-
nity thriving. Recycled water is an 
important element of our diversified 
water supply portfolio that will 
help sustain our region’s $171 billion 
economy and quality of life. 
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Where Recycled Water 
is Being Used 
Recycled water is already being used 
to irrigate numerous golf courses, 
parks, schools, homeowner associa-
tion landscapes, recreational facilities, 
freeway medians and other land-
scape features throughout San Diego 
County. Padre Dam Water District 
has been using recycled water in its 
Santee Lakes since 1961. It’s also used 
in hundreds of communities in Cali-
fornia and throughout the U.S. 

Information Contained 
in this Guide 
This guide has been prepared to 
provide you with basic information 
about working with recycled water 
for landscaping applications. In 
addition, a Salinity Management 
Guide is provided as a supplement 
that includes detailed information 
about water quality, turf manage-
ment, an extensive plant list, and 
other resources. 

San Diego Landscapes 
Our local region is known for lush, 
semi-tropical landscapes with a 
diverse palette of beautiful plants, 
shrubs, flowers, and turf. However, 
many of these plant choices require 
an abundant water source, and as 
water supplies become more limited, 
we are seeing more native, drought-
tolerant plantings that are a more sus-
tainable fit for our climate. Although 
using recycled water will allow us 
to have more water available for 
landscape, the Water Authority and 
its member agencies will continue to 
encourage conservation and sustain-
ability by championing the use of 
drought tolerant plants and turf. 

Legoland in Carlsbad uses recycled water on its lush 
and diverse variety of plants throughout the park.
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Water Quality Information
 

How Recycled Water 
is Produced 

R ecycled water is created from 
the wastewater that is collected from 
homes and businesses and conveyed 
through pipelines to numerous 
wastewater treatment plants located 
throughout San Diego County. After 
entering the treatment plant, waste-
water undergoes settling, purification 
and disinfection processes. During 
the treatment process, samples are 
taken to ensure that the recycled water 
meets stringent regulations. Recycled 
water is clear and odorless and looks 
just like drinking water. 

Chemical Characteristics 
of Recycled Water 
The following information provides 
some specifics about the chemistry 
of recycled water. With a few excep-
tions, recycled water is very similar to 
drinking or potable water. 

Alkalinity 
Recycled water is well within the 
range of drinking water standards for 
alkalinity. With all landscaping, pH 
should be regularly monitored. 

Sodium 
Recycled water may contain greater 
levels of sodium than potable water. 
Individual plant species vary greatly 

in their sensitivity to sodium. The 
symptoms of sodium injury include 
a marginal scorch on the edges of 
older leaves. This is the effect of the 
plant’s taking up sodium from the 
soil water. As water transpires from 
the leaf surface, sodium accumulates 
in the plant tissue. With overhead 
irrigation, sodium can be directly 
absorbed and can accumulate in wet 
leaves, thereby causing leaf burn. 

This southern California plant display at Quail Botanical Gardens
demonstrates that drought tolerant plants thrive using recycled water.
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Soil surface irrigation lessens this 
problem. The Salinity Management 
Guide has more detailed information, 
practices and plants lists for dealing 
with salts in the water. In this guide, 
all the plants on the plant list and  
in the illustrations are salt-tolerant, 
especially important here in San 
Diego County. 

Chloride 
Woody plants are especially sensi-
tive to chloride. Evidence of chloride 
toxicity is first seen as leaf burn that 
starts at the tips of older leaves and 
progresses back into the leaf blade. 
Using a soil-applied water system can 
significantly lessen any problems. 

Boron 
A constituent of almost all  natural 
water, boron is essential to plant 
growth. The boron level of recycled 
water meets drinking water standards 
for safety. High levels of boron can 
be identified by yellowing, marginal 
burning and internal spotting. 

Nitrogen 
Because recycled water provides  
nitrogen in quantities that signifi-
cantly benefit landscaping and turf, 
use of this water can reduce the need 
for synthetic fertilizer, and reduce 
fertilizer costs. 

Bicarbonate
Bicarbonate levels in recycled water 
are minimal. Higher levels can cause 
white deposits on plant leaves.  
To avoid any problems, use soil-
applied watering. 

The Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista irrigates its entire facility with 
recycled water.

Your recycled water purveyor  
(water district, city, etc.) can provide 
you with a local recycled water  
quality chart and most of the  
agencies will have this information 
posted on their websites.            
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San Diego Soils

San Diego’s location, set between 
ocean and desert, makes the com-
position of our soils challenging to 
grow in. Clay soils, high salt levels, 
too little water, and a lack of natu-
rally occurring minerals can combine 
to make soil that’s hard to dig in, 
lacks drainage, and doesn’t have the 
nutrients needed to allow plants to 
flourish. Knowing your particular 
site’s soil composition and character-
istics is essential.

Soils 101 
Nutrients, organic matter, and water 
in the soil are the raw materials that 
give life to the landscape. Yet soil 
fertility is not just a matter of nutri-
ents, but also of chemical, physical 
and biological factors: soil texture, 
composition, structure, pH, and 
living organisms. 

The addition of organic matter and 
mulch brings more nutrients and 
stimulates microbial activity. Organic 
matter creates a stable, open structure 
that improves drainage and water 
retention; it lightens heavy soils and 

firms up light ones. It also 
helps create the optimum 
acid-alkaline balance in 
which the most nutrients 
become available to plants.
 

Successful landscapes are as 
dependent upon successful 

management as they are 
upon the necessary raw 
materials. Remember: site 
management is the same 
whether using recycled 
water or potable water. 

Evaluating Drainage 
Begin the process of evaluating 
drainage by examining your site, 
both surface and underground. At 
its simplest, assessing soil drainage 
involves excavating a test hole four to 
six inches deep, filling it with water, 
allowing it to drain, filling it again 
and measuring the rate at which 
the water level drops with a ruler 
placed vertically inside the hole. The 
drainage rate will be highly variable 
depending on soil type and moisture 
content, so the measurement is mean-
ingful only if determined when the 
soil is completely saturated with wa-
ter. The drainage rate should be no 
less than one-quarter inch per hour 
and should not exceed two inches 
per hour. Soils with drainage rates 
outside this range may require soil 
modifications for optimum growth. 

Good Drainage is 
Essential 
Good drainage is essential for aera-
tion, nutrient cycling, root growth, 
and prevention of problems caused 
by standing water. Good drainage 
is especially important when using 
recycled water, because it makes it 
much easier to keep the potential 
accumulation of salts at manageable 
levels. Improving drainage involves: 
aerating the soil, adding organic 
matter, and adding soil amendments 
such as gypsum. 

Soil Management Strategies

B O U G A I N V I L L E A
Bougainvillea
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Soil Amendments and 
Fertilizers 
If there were a perfect soil, it would 
be a balanced mixture of five 
ingredients: solids, ranging from 
small stones down to the smallest 
clay particles; organic matter, mostly 
decayed vegetable and animal mat-
ter; a substantial population of living 
microscopic creatures; and consider-
able quantities of water and air. 

Soil texture – the size of the par-
ticles – is relatively easy to describe 
and nearly impossible to alter. Sandy 
soils drain freely, are well aerated, 
and easy to cultivate. They dry out 
quickly, are often alkaline, and tend 
to be low in available nutrients.  
They warm up quickly and cool 
down equally fast. Few soils are of 
only one texture, with most being 
combinations of particle types.  
The best soil, called loam, is a  
combination of sand, silt, and clay. 
Its mixture of sizes permits penetra-
tion and drainage of water while 
retaining moisture. 

The small particles of clay soils are 
generally rich in nutrients and hold 
water well. They drain poorly, tend 
to accumulate salts more quickly, and 
are often difficult to cultivate. They 
warm up slowly in the spring and 
retain warmth well. 

Improving Your Soil 
Determining the type of soil on your 
site will help guide your landscape 

management strategies, 
including soil prepara-
tion, planting, 
watering and 
feeding. The 
use of soil 
amendments 
need to be matched 
to the type of plant. 
Heavier soils like 
clay work well with 
recycled water as long as 
changes in soil-chemical 
properties are evaluated 
regularly. Regular testing of 
your soil will help you man-
age your landscape on an ongoing 
basis proactively, rather than waiting 
for a problem to develop. This strat-
egy is true whether you are working 
with potable or recycled water. 

Obtaining a Soil Analysis 
This analysis, whether you are 
installing new landscape or renovat-
ing to accommodate recycled water, 
is highly recommended. The report 
should reveal many of your soil’s hor-
ticultural properties – its pH, salin-
ity, soil texture, fertility, and organic 
matter content. The report may also 
identify some features that might be 
improved or corrected.

Local soil labs that perform these 
horticultural tests may have current 
recycled water data, or they can 
request it from your local water 
purveyor. They can use this informa-
tion to tailor their analytical reports 
specifically to your landscape site. 

Recycled Water  
Provides Nutrients
Recycled water has a nutrient value 
that may help you save money on 
fertilizers. Among the nutrients sup-
plied in greater amounts by recycled 
water are nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium, which are all beneficial in 
landscape management. If you still  
find it necessary to use additional 
fertilizers when irrigating with  
recycled water, use materials with a 
low salt index, or incorporate a  
natural organic material containing  
low levels of salt. 

To maintain good soil: test regularly, 
add amendments as necessary,  
and stick to a program of  
ongoing maintenance. 

C O A S T  L I V E  O A K
Quercus agrifolia
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Irrigation and Recycled Water
Effective Irrigation 
Practices 

Irrigation systems vary greatly in 
detail, depending on the landscape 
design and particular plants, but the 
principles are simple and widely 
similar. Among some of the prin-
ciples to keep in mind are these: 
❙❙❙ In seeking a low point, water 

may cause ponding or runoff 
onto adjacent property. 

❙❙❙ Regular and moderate watering 
is more effective than infrequent 
flooding or light spraying. 

❙❙❙ Irrigation can lead to salt build-
up, unless steps are taken to 
minimize it.

❙❙❙ Irrigate according to plant needs 
by considering local evapotrans-
piration rates, plant type, square 
footage, and irrigation system 
efficiency.

Designed properly and used wisely, 
an automatic irrigation system can 
go a long way toward producing 
healthy, good-looking plants. Con-
versely, a poorly designed and inap-
propriately used irrigation system 
can result in unhealthy plants and a 
lot of wasted water. 

Before converting to recycled water 
use, you should evaluate your exist-
ing irrigation system for: 

❙❙❙ available water pressure through-
out the system, as sprinkler heads 
perform most effectively within 
their designed pressure range; 

❙❙❙ poor coverage or a lack of uni-
formity in water distribution as a 
result of poor design, installation, 
or maintenance; 

❙❙❙ problems with overspray and 
runoff; 

❙❙❙ broken or damaged sprinkler 
heads; 

❙❙❙ problems with controllers such as 
too few stations or inflexible run 
times. Other issues include the 
inability to set multiple run times, 
test the program, or turn off 
sprinklers during rainy periods; 

❙❙❙ hydrozoning or planting so that 
plants with similar soil and water 

needs are located in areas served 
by the same valve or valves. 

Remember that overwatering, under 
watering and excess salt levels may 
all cause the same or similar plant 
damage symptoms. Check the overall 
appearance of your plants while 
using potable water. In many cases, 
plant decline can be traced to excess 
water in combination with poor 
drainage, rather than the quality of 
your irrigation water.
 
Plants vary widely in their ability to 
tolerate overwatering, but overwa-
tering of landscapes remains com-
monplace, particularly for established 
plantings and turf. When using 
recycled water, anticipate a period of 
transition from overwatering to the 
optimum amount necessary to meet 
plant requirements. 
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Overhead (Sprinkler) 
Irrigation vs. Soil 
Applied (Low Volume) 
The method in which irrigation is 
applied greatly affects plant growth 
and appearance. While most 
landscape plants show little to no 
aesthetic damage due to recycled 
water, a few plants are sensitive to 
recycled water when applied with 
overhead irrigation. Leaves of some 
sensitive plants tend to burn. This 
occurs when there is direct absorp-
tion of sodium and chloride on the 
leaves, and is most likely to occur 
during hot, dry weather. The plant 
list in this guide provides information 
on plants that have demonstrated the 
least sensitivity to foliar application.
 

Smart Watering 
Some of the benefits of good water 
management include: 

❙❙❙ more effective use of dollars spent 
on irrigation water; 

❙❙❙ improved landscape appearance 
with fewer wet or dry spots; 

❙❙❙ reduction of water lost below the 
active root zone;

❙❙❙ reduced fertilizer and other chemi-
cal requirements. 

Smart Watering Tips 
❙❙❙ Use best management practices. 

❙❙❙ Evaluate the optimal irrigation 
method for your landscape. 

❙❙❙ Leach landscapes occasionally to 
avoid salt accumulation.

Your water purveyor will also pro-
vide you with rules and regulations 
that guide how you irrigate with 
recycled water. 

Irrigation System 
Performance 
Whether watering with overhead 
sprinklers or a low-volume system, 
keep in mind the following  
simple rules: 

❙❙❙ In general, water early in the 
morning when temperatures  
and winds are low and  
humidity is high.

❙❙❙ During the summer, occasion-
ally water 10 to 15 percent more 
than is usually required. The extra 
water carries the dissolved salts 
safely below the active root zone 
and prevents harmful salt 
accumulations. 

Your water purveyor 
will provide specific 
regulations regard-
ing the times of 
day you can 
irrigate, prevent-
ing ponding and runoff 
and which features must be 
avoided such as drink-
ing fountains and 
picnic benches. 

 C O M M O N  L A N TA N A
Lantana camara
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California Turf Grass

I n the heat of our San Diego sum-
mers, nothing is quite as cool and 
inviting as a lush green lawn. When 
we experience drought, however, 
turf and lawns are usually the first 
area of landscape to experience 
water limitations.
 
Increasing costs, greater environmen-
tal and drought awareness have led 
us to reassess our heavy reliance on 
the irrigation systems and extensive 
maintenance that are necessary to 
make lawns and turf beautiful. We 
are facing a serious dilemma with 
drought, limited water supplies, and 
a growing population. 

Recycled water can play a major 
role in the successful management of 
turf grasses in our region. Because 
recycled water is produced from mu-
nicipal wastewater, the large volumes 
of water needed to maintain adequate 
turf growth are readily available 
even during periods of water short-
ages. The San Diego County Water 
Authority encourages use of drought 
tolerant turf and plants because we 
should always be mindful of how we 
use any water source. There are a few 
drought and salt tolerant grasses in 
the plant list. 

The higher nutrient content of ni-
trogen, phosphorous and potassium 
in recycled water is beneficial to 
turf grasses. In many cases, turf and 
other landscape plants will be able 
to obtain from recycled water all the 
phosphorous and potassium they 
require, plus a large part of their  
nitrogen needs. Sufficient micronu-
trients such as boron, copper, chlo-
ride, and calcium are also supplied 
by recycled water. 

Sensitive turf used on golf course 
putting greens, however, may need 
to be irrigated using potable water to 
occasionally flush out excess salts. 

The site for world-renowned golf tournaments, Torrey Pines Golf Course in 
San Diego keeps its turf green with recycled water.
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Water Features
Using Recycled Water 
in Water Features

The water in a pond or pool is just 
as full of activity and as varied in its 
population and components as a soil 
sample. It is not just a simple see-
through medium but a living system, 
composed of water, gases, dissolved 
mineral nutrients, plants, and often 
microscopic animals. 

Pools and ponds are aes-
thetically pleasing and can be 
difficult and expen-
sive to manage. 
Improperly de-
signed water features 
frequently allow runoff 
from surrounding 
landscape to con-
taminate the water with 
nutrients from fertilizers 
and chemicals from herbicides. 

The biggest problem facing landscape 
managers who are responsible for wa-
ter features is the potential for algae 
growth. This growth cannot always 
be prevented, but careful attention to 
design and management strategies can 
keep it under control. 

Using nutrient-rich recycled water 
may offer more of a challenge to 
maintain the water in a clear state, but 
several techniques may help to mini-
mize algae growth. They include: 

❙❙❙ Blending recycled water with 
other water sources, where 
available; 

❙❙❙ Minimizing sunlight or adding 
shade if possible to help reduce 
evaporation; 

❙❙❙ Using deep and narrow water 
features, which will not heat up as 
quickly as shallow, wide features; 

❙❙❙ Using blue dye, which effectively 
absorbs light; 

❙❙❙ Providing adequate circulation 
and aeration and avoiding  
designing areas where water  
will not circulate; 

❙❙❙ Increasing the frequency 
and quantities of  
applied chlorine. 
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Plant Selection

The following plant list, which 
includes trees, shrubs and ground-
covers, outlines some plants that are 
successfully grown in landscapes in 
our area where recycled water is in 
use. Converting to recycled water use 
does not necessarily mean making 
radical changes in your plant palette. 
If you have plants in your landscape 
that are not included in this list, it 
does not mean they are incompatible 
with recycled water. 

The Salinity Management 
Guide, inserted at the back 
of this guide, includes more 
resources and information for 
plant selection. The Literature 
Review document in particu-
lar contains many plant selections 
lists guided by your site’s particular 
requirements.

There are many parameters that 
guide landscape decisions. By  
understanding these interrelated  
factors – seasonal rainfall, tempera-
tures, evapotranspiration rates, soil 
characteristics, and water quality – 
you can select from a wide range of 
plants and develop landscapes that 
are appropriate to your site. Again, 
proper management of all facets is 
key to successful landscaping.

  F I R E T H O R N
Pyracantha
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Plant List
Scientific Name Common Name  Height -  Type   Grow Rate Water Use Drainage   
     Spread        Requirements 

T R E E S  

Acacia   Golden Mimosa  30-30  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Acer   Sycamore Maple  60-40  Deciduous Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Albizia  Silk Mimosa  35-30  Deciduous Fast   Low  Adaptable 
Albizia  Silk Tree    40-40  Deciduous  Fast   Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Araucaria  Norfolk Island Pine  100-30  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Arbutus   Strawberry Tree  25-25  Evergreen  Low/Moderate Moderate  Adaptable 
Atriplex  Fourwing   7-15  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Adaptable 
Callistemon  Lemon Bottlebrush  12-9  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Well-drained/  
             adaptable 
Cedrus  Deodar Cedar   80-40  Evergreen  Fast   Low   Adaptable 
Celtis  Chinese Hackberry   35-35  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Coccoloba Sea Grape  varies  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Well-drained/  
              adaptable 
Cupressus Arizona Cypress  40-12  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Well-drained/  
                   adaptable 
Cupressus Italian Cypress  80-8  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Well-drained 
Euonyomus Euonyomus  12-6  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Fraxinus  Raywood   30-30  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Gleditsia  Honeylocust  30-30  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Jacaranda  Jacaranda   50-30  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Lagerstroemia  Crape Myrtle   15-15  Deciduous  Moderate  Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Magnolia   Magnolia    80-40  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Well-drained/  
                   adaptable 

Morus  White Mulberry   30-35  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 

Olea  Olive    30-30  Evergreen  Low/Moderate  Low   Adaptable 
Pinus  Mexican Pine  30-20  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained 
Pinus  Sand Pine  40-25  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained/  
                   adaptable 
Pinus  Afghan Pine  50-25  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate Adaptable 
Pinus  Stone Pine  60-45  Evergreen  Moderate Low  Well-drained/  
                  adaptable
Pinus torreyana Torrey Pine  26-50  Evergreen Slow  Low  Well-drained
Pistacia  Chinese    60-50  Deciduous  Moderate  Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Prosopis  Chilean Mesquite  30-30  Evergreen  Fast   Low  Adaptable 
Prunus  Purple Cherry Plum  20-15  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak  75-5  Evergreen  Moderate Low  Well-drained/  
                   adaptable 
Salix   Weeping Willow   40-40  Deciduous  Fast   Moderate/High  Adaptable 
Sequoia   Coast Redwood   75-30  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate/High  Adaptable 
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Plant List
Scientific Name Common Name  Height -  Type   Grow Rate Water Use Drainage   
     Spread        Requirements 

S H R U B S  
       
Abelia  Glossy    5-8  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Achillea  Common Yarrow  3-2  Evergreen  Fast  Low/Moderate Well-drained
millefolium
Arctostaphylos Manzanita  varies  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained/  
                   adaptable 
Camellia japonica   Camellia    varies  Evergreen  Low/Moderate  Moderate  Well drained/  
cultivars             Moisture retentive  
Carissa   Natal Plum  varies  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Well-drained 
Ceanothus Wild Lilac   2-15  Evergreen  Moderate/Fast  Low   Well drained/  
             No summer water 
Cistus  Rockrose    3-3  Evergreen  Low/Moderate  Low   Well drained/  
             No summer water 
Elaeagnus  Silverthorn  15-20  Evergreen  Fast   Low  Adaptable 
Escallonia  Escallonia   5/6-5  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Gamolepis African Bush Daisy  3-4  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Well-drained 
Grevillea     4-5  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Jatropha  Coral Plant  10  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Well-drained 
Juniperus  Hollywood Juniper  15-15  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Lantana camara Common Lantana  6-8  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Adaptable 
Lavandula Lavender   3-3  Evergreen  Moderate  Low   Well drained/  
                  Adaptable 
Leucophyllum Texas Ranger  6-8  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained 
Mahonia  Oregon Grape   6-6  Evergreen  Moderate  Low   Adaptable 
Myrtus  Dwarf Myrtle   3-3  Evergreen  Slow   Low   Adaptable 
Nerium  Oleander   varies  Evergreen  Moderate/Fast  Low   Adaptable 
Pittosporum Mock Orange  12-8  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Plumbago Cape    10-10  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Well-drained 
Pyracantha Firethorn   10-12  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Well-drained/  
                  adaptable 
Rhaphiolepis India Hawthorn   varies  Evergreen  Moderate  Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Rosmarinus Rosemary   3-4  Evergreen  Moderate  Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Viburnum Sandankwa  10-10  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable
Yucca aloifolia Spanish Bayonet  20-5  Evergreen  Fast  Low  Well-drained
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Scientific Name Common Name  Height -  Type   Grow Rate Water Use Drainage    
     Spread        Requirements 

G R O U N D C O V E R  
       
Contoneaster Rock Cotoneaster    3-15  Evergreen  Moderate   Moderate   Adaptable 
Coprosma    3-5  Evergreen  Moderate  Low/Moderate Adaptable 
Cotoneaster  Bearberry Cotoneaster  3-15  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Hedera  Algerian Ivy   1-15  Evergreen  Moderate/Fast  Moderate  Adaptable 
Lampranthus    Ice Plant            18-unlimited      Fast        Low        Well-drained
Lantana   Lantana    2-4  Evergreen  Moderate/Fast  Moderate  Adaptable 
Myoporum Myoporum  1-8  Evergreen  Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
Osteospermum Trailing African Daisy  1-4  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Well drained/   
                   adaptable 
Trachelospermum Star Jasmine   2-5  Evergreen  Low/Moderate  Moderate  Adaptable 
       

V I N E S
 
Bougainvillea spp. Bougainvillea  varies  Evergreen  Fast   Low  Well-drained/   
                   adaptable 
Campsis  Trumpet Vine  40  Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Macfadyena Cat’s Claw   25/40  Evergreen  Fast   Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Trachelospermum Star Jasmine  40  Evergreen  Fast/moderate Moderate  Adaptable 
       

P E R E N N I A L S / B E D D I N G  P L A N T S
 
Agapanthus  Lily of the Nile    Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Dietes  Fortnight Lily    Evergreen  Fast   Moderate  Adaptable 
Lantana   Yellow Sage    Evergreen  Fast  Low/Moderate Adaptable 
Lantana   Trailing Lantana    Evergreen  Fast   Low/Moderate  Adaptable 
Phormium tenax New Zealand Flax  9-3  Evergreen  Moderate  Low  Well-drained
Tulbaghia  Society Garlic    Evergreen  Moderate  Low/Moderate  Adaptable

T U R F  G R A S S

Festuca californica Western Fescue  2-4’  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained/ 
             adaptable
Festuca idahoensis Idaho Fescue  1-2’  Evergreen  Slow  Low  Well-drained/ 
             adaptable
Festuca longifolia Hard Fescue  12”  Evergreen  Slow  Low/Moderate Well-drained/ 
             adaptable
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Contact and Resources
Contact Information 

San Diego County Water Authority
4677 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123
858.522.6600
www.sdcwa.org

Resources
ASSOCIATIONS

WateReuse Association
 www.watereuse.org

Association of California Water   
 Agencies
 www.acwa.com

REGULATORY AGENCIES

State Water Resources Control Board
 www.swrcb.ca.gov

San Diego County Department of  
 Environmental Health 
 619.338.2222
 www.sdcounty.ca.gov/deh

California Department of Public  
 Health, San Diego District   
 619.525.4159 
 www.sdph.ca.gov

California Recycled Water Quality  
 Control Board – Region 9
 858.467.2952 
 www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb9
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TRAINING WORKSHOPS

San Diego County Water Authority
 www.sdcwa.org
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